[Microsatellite instability in gastric carcinoma and intestinal metaplasia].
To investigate the role of microsatellite instability (MSI) in the carcinogenesis and development of gastric cancer (GC). MSI was examined in 50 surgically resected gastric cancer specimens and 15 intestinal metaplasia specimens using PCR based methods. MSI was detected in 27/50 of GC and 3/15 of intestinal metaplasia at one or more loci. MSI was positive in all three cases of early GC. The incidence of MSI in well differentiated GC (86.6%) was significantly higher than that in poorly differentiated GC (P < 0.05). The frequency of MSI in intestinal type of GC (77.8%) was significantly higher than that in the diffused type (40%, P < 0.05). No significant correlation was found between MSI and age, sex, size, location, lymph node metastasis or clinical stage of GC. MSI is an early molecular marker in the carcinogenesis of GC and may play an important role in the development of GC.